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USA | supplants Norway;
France tops In Venice

Three happenings highlighted the fourth day of the Bermuda Bowl and Venice Cup round-robins.

I. Lynn Deas, in the hospital here almost from the moment she arrived, left her hospital bed and returned
to the bridge wars in her wheelchair.

2. Omar Sharif, who always is drawn to wherever bridge is being played, joined the commentators in the
vugraph room and kept the audience amused with his quips and observations.

3. The Tunisian team in the Bermuda Bowl competition scored their first victory of the tournament, and
it was against tough opposition. They defeated Canada, |17-13.The Tunisian women forged a tie against
first-place France in Venice Cup play. Tunisia actually outscored France, 35-34.

Bermuda Bowl

The American teams are running |-2. Norway was in first place when they faced USA | in yesterday's
second match, but the Americans overpowered the Norwegians, 24-6, and took over first place. USA |
defeated Chinese Taipei in the evening to maintain their hold on the top spot.

USA I started the day by losing a close one to ltaly, 16-14, then came back with a 16-14 win over
Venezuela. In their last match of the day, they trounced Norway, 24-6, to take over second place, 5.6 Vic-
tory Points out of first.

It was a bad day for Norway, but despite the two losses to American teams they held onto third place.
However, they are far in arrears — 27 VPs behind USA | and only 2 VPs ahead of China and Australia, who
are deadlocked for fourth place. France, Italy and Poland round out the top eight, and no other team is
close to the leaders.

Venice Cup

France did not have a great day, losing to Italy, defeating Venezuela and tying Tunisia — but that was good
enough to keep them in first place for the fourth straight day.

France's closest competitor, USA I, also had a bad day, losing to both Canada and France. Did we say a
bad day? Not really! Lynn Deas rejoined the team after a long hospital stay, and she led her team to a 25-
5 blitz against Chinese Taipei. Despite being confined to a wheelchair, and despite her difficult hospital siege,
she was able to settle in and play good bridge, helping her team to second place.

Netherlands had a fine day with blitzes against Germany and Brazil and a win over New Zealand. The
66 VPs for the day moved them into third place, ahead of USA |, which lost to Colombia and China after
beating India. Rounding out the top eight are Canada, China, Great Britain and Italy.

A major surprise — the defending champions from Germany are not among the leaders.At present they
are ninth — but only | VP behind Italy.

You can

watch it all...

on your
TV set

You don't even have to leave your room
to watch what's happening on vugraph. Just
tune your TV set to Channel 27 for the
hands and commentary. If you want to see
how the players look as they play, it's right
there on Channel 28.

Want to keep up on the results and
standings? That's on your TV too — just put
your dial on either Channel 29 or 30.

Of course you can still go to the
vugraph room to see the big screens. But
this means you have a choice — you can get
up and walk to the vugraph room — or you
can stay in bed and keep completely up to
date.
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Bermuda Bowl - Results

Round 10 Round I'1 Round 12

Table Match IMPs VPs Table Match IMPs VPs Table Match IMPs VPs
I.  Venezuela - USAI 41-50 13-17 I. USAI Norway 76-33 24- 6 I. Chinese Taipei - USA | 46-60 12-18
2. lealy - USAIl 49-42 16- 14 2. USAIl - Venezuela 43-39 16- 14 2. Norway - USAII 18-61 6-24
3. Chile - India 24-73 5-25 3. India - ltaly 35-44 13-17 3. Venezuela - India 74-20 25- 4
4. Tunisia Canada 49-39 17-13 4. Canada - Chile 68-40 21- 9 4. ltaly Canada 44-30 18- 12
5. Brazil Denmark 18-39 I1-19 5. Denmark - Tunisia 65-53 17-13 5. Chile Denmark 20-58 7-23
6. Poland - China 29-25 16- 14 6. China - Brazil 48-31 19- 11 6. Tunisia - China 29-76 6-24
7. Australia Norway 13-60 6-24 7. Chinese Taipei - Australia 44-29 18- 12 7. Poland - Brazil 41-53 13-17
8.  South Africa Chinese Taipei  38-37 15- I5 8. New Zealand - South Africa 78-50 21- 9 8. Australia New Zealand  66-39 21- 9
9. France New Zealand  43-34 17- 13 9. France - Poland 49-26 20-10 9. SouthAfrica - France 37-67 9-21

Bermuda Bowl - Program

Round 13 1100 Round 14 14n30  Round 15 18n00
I. USAI - New Zealand I.  France - USA | I. USAI - South Africa
2. USAII - Chinese Taipei 2.  New Zealand - USA Il 2. USAIl - France
3. India - Norway 3. Chinese Taipei - India 3. India - New Zealand
4. Canada - Venezuela 4. Norway - Canada 4. Canada - Chinese Taipei
5.  Denmark - Italy 5. Venezuela - Denmark 5. Denmark - Norway
6. China - Chile 6. ltaly - China 6. China - Venezuela
7.  Brazil - Tunisia 7.  Chile - Brazil 7.  Brazil - Italy
8. France - Australia 8. Poland - Tunisia 8.  Tunisia - Chile
9. South Africa - Poland 9. Australia - South Africa 9. Australia - Poland
Bermuda Bowl o
Smoking in
Rankings
g Hammamet
after 12 rounds |
1 US.A.I1 231 The tourna- requested to
ment is nor- add an S to
2 Usan inso ||| WMUGRAPH
3 NORWAY 204 smoking, of the
4 CHINA 202 unless if, smoking Venice Cup - Round 13 | 1h00
5 AUSTRALIA 202 by spe- players.
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9 CHINESE TAIPEI 180 tournament director " FRANCE - USA |
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6 CHILE 138 their lineups, team WBF events will be
17 SOUTH AFRICA 115 captains  will be non-smoking.
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Venice Cup - Results
Round 10 Round I'I Round 12

Table Match IMPs  VPs Table Match IMPs VPs Table Match IMPs  VPs
10. Italy - France 43-39 16- 14 10. France - USAII 48-33 18- 12 10. Tunisia - France 35-34 I5-15
I'l. Argentina - Chinese Taipei 28-63 8-22 I'l. Chinese Taipei - Italy 47-23 20- 10 1. USAI - Chinese Taipei 71-18 25- 5
12. South Africa - Australia 23-74 5-25 12, Australia - Argentina 27-65 7-23 12. ltaly - Australia 69-29 23- 7
13. USAI - India 60-33 21- 9 13. India - South Africa 56-41 18- 12 I3. Argentina - India 14-114 0-25
14. Great Britain - Colombia 37-49 13-17 14. Colombia - USAI 63-39 20-10 14. South Africa - Colombia 61-34 21- 9
I5. Germany - China 52-17 22- 8 I5. China - Great Britain 71 -17 25- 4 I5. USA| - China 46-61 12-18
16. Canada - USAII 48-42 16- 14 16. Tunisia - Canada 30-60 9-21I 16. Germany - Great Britain ~ 21-38 [1-19
17. Brazil - Tunisia 52-39 18- 12 17. New Zealand - Brazil 41 -47 14- 16 17. Canada - New Zealand 47-64 [1-19
18. Netherlands - New Zealand 44-40 16- 14 18. Netherlands Germany 72-19 25- 5 18. Brazil - Netherlands 27-75 5-25

Venice Cup - Program

Round 13

I'1h00

Round 14

10. Netherlands -
Il. New Zealand -

14h30

France

Chinese Taipei

Round 1 %

18h00

10. France - New Zealand
I'l.  Chinese Taipei - Tunisia

12.  Australia - USA Il

13. India - Italy

14. Colombia - Argentina

I15. China - South Africa
16. Great Britain - USA |

7. Netherlands - Canada

18. Brazil - Germany

12. Tunisia - Australia

13. USAII - India

14. ltaly - Colombia
I5. Argentina - China

16. South Africa - Great Britain
17. Germany - USA |

I18. Canada - Brazil

10. France - Brazil

I'l. Chinese Taipei - Netherlands
12.  Australia - New Zealand
13. India - Tunisia

14. Colombia - USA Il

I5. China - Italy

6. Great Britain - Argentina
17. USAI - South Africa
I8. Canada - Germany

Venice Cup

Rankings

after 12 rounds

I FRANCE

2 USA.I

3 NETHERLANDS
4 USA.I

5 CANADA

6 CHINA

7 GREAT BRITAIN
8 ITALY

9 GERMANY

10 NEW ZEALAND
Il SOUTH AFRICA
12 INDIA

13 ARGENTINA
14 COLOMBIA

15 CHINESE TAIPEI
16 AUSTRALIA

17 BRAZIL

I8 TUNISIA

212
208
206
202.5
198
196
192
188
187
176
173
169
165
158
157
154
141
123

Endplayed Again!

by Patrick Jourdain (GB)

Tim Cope of South Africa read the cards well on this
deal from their Round 10 encounter with Chinese Taipei:

Round 10. Board 4. Game All. Dealer West.

& AK7
7 Q83
O Q10942
®75
46 Q82
VKJ762 210
O Ké O AJ8753
S K042 983
4 (09543
Y A954
o —
& AQJ6
West North East South
Bosenberg Cope
10 Pass INT 24
Pass 30 Pass 44
All Pass

West's light opener did not prevent the South
African pair from reaching game, and the club lead was
not unhelpful. Cope won the club and began with a

trump to dummy and a club back to the ace. He then
crossed to dummy with a second trump, took a dia-
mond ruff in his own hand, ruffed a club in dummy, and
ruffed another diamond felling West's king.

He now exited with a club to West knowing that
West was down to five hearts. When West, endplayed,
exited with a low heart, Cope had a decision to make.
If West had VK] 10 it would be best to play low from
dummy, but this would be a losing line if East's singleton
was the ten or jack. Cope decided that West would
probably have exited with an honour if he had all three,
and so successfully put up the queen from dummy.
When this felled East's ten he was able to run the eight
to West's jack, endplaying poor West again.

This was 620 to South Africa.Alas, at the other table
team-mates had lost 800 in three diamonds doubled, so
there was still a small loss on the board.

There are other ways to make the hand, an interest-
ing one being to use all dummy's entries to ruff dia-
monds.The play goes: win the club, cross to a trump, ruff
a diamond, cross to a trump, ruff a diamond, ace of clubs,
ruff a club (West's shape is now known), lead a high dia-
mond covered by East and ruffed in hand, then exit with
a club. West has to lead a heart to the queen. East can
ruff when he wishes, but has only diamonds left to con-
cede a diamond to dummy. The defence make a club, a
trump and a diamond, but no heart.
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250-280 pages, it will include:

°
°
® Many photographs
°

1997 Official World Championship Book

The official book of these championships will be published in March of next year. Comprising some

® Extensive coverage of the Bermuda Bowl and Venice Cup
A brief history of the Bermuda Bowl and Venice Cup
Highlights of the Transnational Teams

A full listing of all the players in all three championships here in Hammamet

The price on publication will be $30 per copy but for the duration of these championships you can make
an advance purchase at the special rate of just $25 to include postage and packing.

To take advantage of this special offer please see Elly Ducheyne in the Press Room.

Exercising control

hen Venezuela played
Caponi snatched his chance for a real coup
— he finished as declarer in a challenging

spot after an awkward auction.

Board 16. E/W Vul. Dealer West.

by Barry Rigal

France, Claudio 24 is an interesting spot on three rounds of clubs,
since East is now threatening to discard his second
heart on the fourth club. However, Caponi\s 2V con-
tract also looked in jeopardy after two rounds of clubs
when Mouiel shifted to the ©9, ducked to dummy's 10.

Caponi took a spade finesse to the queen, then led a

465 diamond. Multon took this with the ace to cash the VA
1104 and play a third club.When Caponi made the key play of
5 JK 1043 throwing a spade on this, it left the following position:
&]952 *6
443 N K872 9]
VA752 w E V98 o K104
O A92 &> Q875 'y
#KQ76 S #A108 a4 aK87
4 AQJI09 9 75 5 _
VKQe3 09 0 Q87
2l *0 *-
4 AJIO
v Q6
West North East South )
Multon Hamaoui Mouiel Caponi L
| Pass |4 Pass Mouiel exited with a spade, and Caponi inserted the
INT Pass Pass Dbl jack, then carried on with the #A, ruffed and overruffed.
Aﬁa;s 20 Pass 2 Now a club ruff to hand, and the last trump squeezed
ass

East in spades and diamonds. Contract made.

TRANSNATIONAL
TEAMS

Registration

The registration of the Transna-
tional teams will start on Friday 24th
October at 14.30 at the Hospitality
Desk on the ground floor of the Sol
Azur. /

All those teams that have not paid
the entry fee are kindly requested to
do so, before registration, at the office
of Mrs Christine Francin, from 10.00
to 12.00 and from 1430 to 16.00.
The office is located on the second
floor.

Hammamet
observations — 11

by Tony Radjef
hank you for the favourable comments |

I received from y'all, as they say in Texas.

Before | get into table service and other tidbits, let
me repeat that you may contact me directly for any
questions you have. I'll do the best | can to find the
answers.

The Mediterranean countries favour a tempo of life
which in general is much slower than in English-speak-
ing countries. The idea is that to enjoy life, a leisurely
pace is best. As a prime example, they give themselves
time to enjoy their meals. This is why restaurant service
seems slow to us. However, the waiters are very atten-
tive. They will take away your plate almost as soon as
you cross your fork and knife.

Tipping is not required but is very much appreciated
— 5 to 8% is considered a great tip.

Laundry lists and cleaning lists are above the safe in
your room.You generally get your clothes back the next
day, and the prices are reasonable. My shirts came back
folded and looking great! | suggest you fill out the list,
total the amounts and keep a copy.

When the elevator stops, look up at the green num-
ber on the side to make sure you are on the right floor.
I've gotten off at the wrong floor several times.

The Royal Azur, Sol Azur and Bel Azur are on one big
central telephone system. Each room has a different
number. To call a Royal Azur room from the Bel Azur,
just dial that room's four-digit number.

230 volts in the rooms requires a transformer
230/115 to be used. We found out the hard way — a
curling iron melted right before our eyes.
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What might
have been
by Barry Rigal
duced a "might have been" analysis which showed

one of those positions that occur only in books by
Ottlik.

I n the long watches of the night, Bob Hamman pro-

Board 20. Game All. Dealer West.

210986
993
o AK3
*Q1094
4KJ75 a4
Y K87642 7 Qs
010 0 QJ9654
53 *K762
4 AQ32
9 AJ10
0872
* A8

The match between India and United States Il saw
the Indian declarer play 44 from the South seat. On a
diamond lead declarer won in dummy and passed the
#]0.West returned a club, and declarer took the 9, then
passed the #Q successfully. Now a second trump went
to the queen and king, and on a trump return won in
dummy, this was the ending:

a7 o-
Y K87642 Q5
o - 0 QJ9
&- *K7

aA

9 AJI0

087

& A

Declarer leads a heart to the 10 — and, believe it or
not, West must DUCK this to beat the hand. If he takes
it he must return a major suit, and East gets caught in a
criss-cross squeeze. If West ducks, declarer can play the
A and another heart to ruff in dummy. But South now
must play a minor suit, allowing West to ruff and disrupt
the ending. Note that if East plays the VQ on the first
lead of the suit, South wins and returns the ¥}, and again
West must duck to beat the hand.

| Confirm your
airline tickets

. |

Each ation |
should confirm their |
plane departure
vesevvations at the
| Tunis Air desk in the
\ [obb/v oft/w/ Sol Azur.

AR _.

Appeals Committee:

Steen Mgller (Chairman, Denmark), Bill Pen-
charz (GB), Eric Kokish (Canada).

Venice Cup Round 7
France vs USA |

Board 2. North/South Game. Dealer East.

4 AQ4
VKQJ9732
¢]83
&>
4 K8 #)97653
7 865 V4
$ 109 O 64
S KI08753 & AJ96
4 102
7 AI0
O AKQ752
Q42
West North East South
Saul Meyers Bessis Montin
Pass 10
Pass (Y 24 30
34 S5&% Pass 5©
Pass 54 Pass 5NT
Pass 79 All Pass
Facts:

The TD was called to the table by West at the end of
the next board. Before the lead South had written to
West that 5 was probably Exclusion Blackwood. This
information had been supplied to East during the bid-
ding. West argued that if she had known this in the bid-
ding she might have bid 6% after 57 knowing that her
partner held at least four clubs. The TD applied Law
75.1 (Example 1), since the missing alert by South was
an infraction of the Law, and "when this infraction
results in damage to East/West, the Director shall award
an adjusted score." The TD found that East/West had
not been damaged.

Under Law 9 the players must summon the TD at
once when attention is drawn to an irregularity, and
West (and South too) ought to have called for the TD
when South explained her uncertainty about the 5% bid
— and not after the next board.

Result on the board: thirteen tricks; North/South
+2210.

Appeal No.

reported by Hans Folke (Denmark)

TD's ruling:

The score stands.

Appellant:
East/West appealed.

The players:

West told the Committee that she had thought that
the 5% bid was natural, showing 6-5 or 6-6 in the
rounded suits, because it was not alerted by South.
Otherwise she would have bid 6%, which would per-
haps have led to a cheap sacrifice in 74. She said that
South looked uncertain about the bid, and she didn't
want to ask — perhaps giving away information for the
play.

North/South explained that they had never before
had this use of Exclusion Blackwood in a competitive
auction. 4% by North would have been natural. They
suggested that if West was thinking of bidding she
should have asked. South wasn't sure whether 5& was
Exclusion Blackwood or Splinter, but in any case 5V was
the correct bid, showing 0/3 key cards in the first case
and a heart cuebid in the second. She forgot to alert 5%
because of her uncertainty and in the confusion she for-
got to alert her own 5V bid.

The committee:

The committee was of the opinion that West should
have done more to protect herself before deciding what
to bid over 5V.They found that she should have called
for the TD as soon as possible if she felt she was being
prevented from taking action after 5¥.

The committee also found that it was far from obvi-
ous for West to bid 6%, even if she had been alerted and
been given the correct explanation. This was indicated
by East's failure to double 5% or to bid 6% over 5%
herself, as she also knew of the big club fit.

The committee felt that South, in accordance with
Law 9, should have called the Director before the open-
ing lead, explaining her uncertainty about the 5% bid.
Not doing so can create uneasy situations harming the
spirit of the game.

The committee's decision:

The committee ruled that the TD's decision stood
and fined North/South half a VP for failing to alert and
for not having sorted out the situation with the ambigu-
ous 5% bid before play.

This penalty is in accordance with the WBF policy
for penalising minor offences when they cause con-
tentious difficulties, such as in this case.

Press cocktails and Press trip

The Tunisian Bridge Federation cordially invites all members of the IBPA as well as local
Tunisian journalists to join them for cocktails in the Royal Azur on Friday morning, 24 Octo-
ber,at || a.m. Present will be José Damiani, President of the World Bridge Federation; Hosni
Zouari, President of the Tunisian Bridge Federation, and Omar Sharif, who is visiting these

championships.

On Saturday, the Tunisian Bridge Federation invites all members of the IBPA to take part in a
Press trip. The bus will depart at 9 a.m. from the Sol Azur. On the trip the group will visit the
Bardo Museum, Carthage and Sidi Bou Said, where lunch will be served. The bus will return at

about 3 p.m.

If you wish to go you must register with Elly Ducheyne in the Press Room by noon Fri-
day at the latest.
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Bermuda
Bowl

and the Bermuda Bowl holders, met on vugraph
in Round 10, with the Americans having the bet-
ter of the early going.

Board 2. North/South Game. Dealer East.

Two real heavyweights, the European champions

4 AK532
VKJ7
O AQ83
& K
4QJ84 496
7 A5 7 Q1098643
O 1076 & K5
S A973 % 84
& 07
02
0942
dQJI0652
Closed Room
West North East South
Lanzarotti Hamman Buratti Wolff
200 Pass
20 Dbl 390 Pass
Pass 34 Pass 4%
All Pass
O Multi

Andrea Buratti under-pre-empted with a hand which
looks like a normal three-level opening and this allowed
Hamman/Wolff space to find a tolerable spot.There are
only three obvious losers in 4% but declarer's lack of
entries to hand means that he cannot avoid a trump
promotion one way or another. 4% was one down;-100.

Open Room

West North East South
Meckstroth Versace Rodwell Lauria
30 Pass
39 3NT All Pass

Eric Rodwell's transfer pre-empt left Alfredo Versace
no room to explore and he guessed to bid 3NT. Clear-
ly, this can go several down on a heart lead to the ace
and heart return, but Jeff Meckstroth switched to the
#Q at trick two. Now Versace had a chance.The winning
line is to win the spade and play ace and queen of dia-
monds, creating two dummy entries. If East continues
spades, West cannot afford to overtake so declarer can
duck and later knock out the %A to establish nine
tricks. He is also O.K. if he wins the spade and plays %K
— but only if West ducks. If he wins the club and switch-
es back to hearts the contract is several down.

Anyway, all of that was academic because Versace
ducked the #Q and Meckstroth promptly switched back
to hearts. Versace won the VK and cashed the top

R R R R R RO RO RIS
Siziosisieioicioio ot cioie

VuGraph
Quips

g Eric Kokish posed the question: Why are
Australia doing so well in the Bermuda Bowl?
Quick as a flash, Mark Horton opined "Per-
haps because they are the only team not
coached by Eric Kokish!"

SEBLR
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>

.
ot

RIS
SIS

3

%

.

IS

25

B
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g When Huang and Kuo ran into a problem
on one deal it was "Big trouble in little China!"

3

3%

B

O

spades, Rodwell pitching a club. On seeing that spades
were not breaking evenly, Versace played the %K but
Meckstroth knew he could afford to win that and he
duly did so and played a diamond through. Versace
finessed, his only hope, and Rodwell had all the hearts to
cash; five down for -500 and 9 IMPs to USA2.

Board 4. Game All. Dealer West.

& AK7
7 Q83
Q10942
75
46 4 Q82
VKJ762 @10
O K6 O AJ8753
& K1042 %983
4 (09543
¥ A954
O —
dAQJS6
Open Room
West North East South
Meckstroth Versace Rodwell Lauria
19 Pass INT Pass
pLJ Pass 20 Dbl
All Pass

INT was forcing and 2% could have been as few as
two cards on a bad day (4-5-2-2 distribution). When
Lorenzo Lauria doubled 2¢ for takeout, Versace had an
easy enough pass and it appeared that the contract
should go one or two down. However, the defence lost
its way.

Lauria led a spade and Versace won the king and
switched to the 02. Rodwell put in the eight and led his
heart to Lauria's ace. Lauria cashed %A and led a spade
to the ace and Versace exited with a diamond to
dummy's king. Rodwell cashed the VK and %K and the
contract hinged on which suit he ruffed at the next
trick. If he chose a club, Versace would pitch his spade
and make two trump tricks in the endgame for one
down. But Rodwell correctly ruffed a heart, cashed the
spade and exited with his low diamond to force a lead
into the OA] at trick twelve; +180.

In the Closed Room, Massimo Lanzarotti did not
open the West hand and Bobby Wolff opened |4 after
three passes. Bob Hamman responded 2%, Drury, and
Wolff bid 44 over Buratti's 20 overcall.

The lead was the OK.Wolff ruffed and crossed to the
#A to take the club finesse. Lanzarotti took his king and
exited with a spade to dummy's king. Wolff led the ¢Q,
covered and ruffed, then came the %A and a club ruff.
The ¢10 was covered and ruffed, establishing the nine,
and Wolff played %), throwing dummy's small diamond.
Buratti had the #Q but with the VK well-placed it did-
n't matter whether he ruffed or not as declarer could
always lead up to the VQ for his contract. An excellent
+620 and 13 IMPs for USA2.

Board 7. Game All. Dealer South.

aAT6
9 A852
05
& AK6S

& K N

S

AR -

&QJI03 S
4Q984
V6
0K109873
*72

410532
V93

0 A62
*984

H T ALY

Open Room
West North East South

Meckstroth Versace Rodwell Lauria
Pass

19 INT Pass pLJ

Pass 20 Pass 29
Pass 2NT Pass 3NT

All Pass

2% was Stayman and 2 showed either four spades
or a minimum without four spades. 2 enquired and
2NT showed the latter hand-type and now Lauria took
an aggressive pot at game. Rodwell led hearts and Ver-
sace won the second round and led the ¢] to dummy's
king, hoping for a miraculous bare queen with West. No
such luck. Next he led a low spade and got some good
news when the king appeared. He took the ace and
returned a spade, ducking when Rodwell split his hon-
ours. It would seem that declarer's play marks West
with the ¢Q, but Rodwell played safe and returned a
club so Versace escaped for two down when a low dia-
mond to the queen would have netted an extra trick for
the defence; -200.

Closed Room

West North East South
Lanzarotti Hamman Buratti Wolff
Pass
¢ INT Pass 20
20 Pass Pass 24
All Pass

In contrast to Lauria's drive to game, Wolff simply bid
a natural and non-forcing 20 over INT.When Lanzarot-
ti repeated his hearts, Wolff showed his spades and
played in 24 on the lead of VK to the ace.Wolff ran the
0] at trick two, ruffed the next heart and cleared the
diamonds. With the 4K falling, his spade pips were just
good enough to allow declarer to scramble home with
eight tricks; +110 and 7 IMPs to USA2.

The Americans had a useful lead of 33-6 at this point
but now lItaly started to come back.

Board 8. Love All. Dealer West.

& AK962

VKQ32

oK

s 743
4 QJ43 #1075
V65 VAJ9T7
o109 OAQJ72
dAJI062 &K

48

V1084

$ 86543

& Q985

In the Open Room, Versace opened |4 after a pass
by West and Rodwell doubled. Meckstroth responded
INT to the double and played there, making an over-
trick; +120.

In the other room, Hamman had a hand worth a
canape sequence in his methods so opened |¥. Buratti
overcalled 2¢ and Lanzarotti responded 29, an unas-
suming cuebid. Now Hamman thought he had an oppor-
tunity to show his main suit and bid 24. But Buratti dou-
bled to show his extras and Lanzarotti was delighted to
pass. A slightly strange looking auction from the Italian
pair but highly effective. Buratti cashed the %K and
switched to ace and another diamond and the defence
had no difficulty in coming to two spades, two hearts



Hammamet, Tunisia 1997

Friday, 24 October 1997

and two more clubs for three down;-500 and 9 IMPs to
Italy.

Board 10. Game All. Dealer East.

4)9643
V1086
o KJ2
&KQ

aA N

v Q52

o A10943 AR

* 10842 S
4KQ75
9KJ9
Q75
& A93

21082
9 AT43
086

*)765

A systemic triumph for Lauria/Versace or, perhaps
more accurately, an unlucky board for the
Hamman/Wolff methods.

In the Open Room, Lauria opened INT, 15-17, and
Versace bid 29, transfer. Lauria jumped to 34, showing
four-card support but a minimum, and Versace suggest-
ed 3NT as an alternative spot.With his flat hand, Lauria
was happy to accept the suggestion. Meckstroth led a
diamond against 3NT and Lauria put in dummy's jack
then played on spades. Meckstroth won the #A and
switched to hearts, establishing Lauria's ninth trick;
+600.

Wolff also opened INT but this was wide-range,
Blue Club style, and Hamman had to start with a 2
enquiry. Wolff bid 24, showing a strong no trump with
four spades, but Hamman did not have the same options
as had Versace in the other room and simply raised to
44, Lanzarotti led a heart to the ace and Wolff had no
option but to finesse on the heart return. When Lan-
zarotti won the VQ, he promptly switched to ace and
another diamond so was able to give Buratti a diamond
ruff when he got in with the #A; two down for -200 and
13 IMPs to Italy.

Board 13. Game All. Dealer North.

2 A)954
9 A97
097
2Qs2
24KQ102 N .-
7842 9 KQJ 10
61065 MY 0 AKQjs2
»)94 S SKI03
48763
7653
o 43
AAT65

In the Closed Room, the Italians had a free run to 5¢
by East after Hamman had passed as dealer. Wolff led a
trump and Buratti won in hand and advanced the VK.
Hamman took the ace and returned a second trump
and Buratti carefully played his eight and won with
dummy's ten, leaving himself with a second diamond
entry to the table.The obvious play now was to finesse
North for the #Q and when that worked Buratti was
home; +600.

Open Room
West North East South
Meckstroth Versace Rodwell Lauria
|4 Dbl 34
Pass Pass 44 Pass
ANT Pass 50 All Pass

Photograph courtesy of Kodak's new digital camera

Lorenzo Lauria (Italy)

Versace opened the North hand and Lauria made a
normal pre-emptive raise over the double. Had Rodwell
doubled again, Meckstroth would have been happy to
pass and it would have been a question of two or three
down. But Rodwell had such playing strength that he
preferred to cuebid 44 and, over the 4NT response, bid
his long suit.

Lauria led a spade, of course, and the king forced
the ace which was ruffed. And that established spade
trick in the dummy had a major role to play in the
hand because, of course, it gave declarer a club guess
instead of a simple finesse. Rodwell drew trumps,
threw a club on the #Q and led the %] to ....The king!
Down one and 12 IMPs to Italy, who had moved into
the lead.

Board 15. North/South Game. Dealer South.

4 AI0632
763
o A98
Q96
474 N 45
072 w Y KJ985
O Q102 O Ké5
& AK|432 S & 1085
4 KQ98
CAQIO4
¢)743
&7
Open Room
West North East South
Meckstroth Versace Rodwell Lauria
10
2% Dbl 20 Dbl
Pass 24 kL J 34
Pass 44 All Pass

Versace's double was negative while Lauria's showed
hearts. When Versace removed that double he had to
have long spades and Lauria had an easy raise. The
defence attacked diamonds early and the favourable
breaks meant that Versace was able to throw his sec-
ond heart on the long diamond and didn't need the
heart finesse, though he was sure it was onside, of
course.

In the other room Wolff opened |4 on the South
cards and Lanzarotti overcalled |NT, showing either a
normal INT overcall or a weak hand with a long minor.

Round
10

Hamman jumped to game and Buratti bid 4NT, trying to
cater to whichever hand-type his partner held. The five-
level rates to be dangerously high looking at the East
hand, even given the favourable vulnerability, and so it
proved. Lanzarotti corrected to 5% and was doubled for
-800; 5 IMPs to USA2.

Board 20. Game All. Dealer West.

4 AQJ
V762
OAQ74
S A6
497 N 4 KI08542
VKI1054 VA9
611032 W E Y
#Q83 S S K5
463
7 Q83
O 86
d]109742
Closed Room
West North East South
Lanzarotti Hamman Buratti Wolff
Pass | & 24 Pass
2NT Pass 3NT 4%
All Pass

It is unclear what was going on here as Hamman's
| % opening was strong and one or other of the Italians
seems to have taken a wild gamble.That gamble paid off
when Wolff decided to save in 4, fearing that the
spades might be running and East/West actually have
nine tricks. Hamman was declarer, of course, and the
lead of the ¢9 into his tenace did him no harm. But
there were still far too many losers to worry about. He
won the ¢Q and played two rounds of clubs. The
defence had two clubs, two hearts and a spade for two
down; -200.

In the Open Room, Versace opened 29, showing a
balanced 18-20, in second seat. Lauria bid 2NT, demand-
ing 3%, and passed the response. 3% should fail, of
course, but it is as good a contract as is likely to be
reached on the North/South cards.The lead was a spade
away from the king and Versace won the queen and
played a low heart. Rodwell went in with the ace of
hearts and played back the nine and Meckstroth gave
him a heart ruff. But that was at the expense of a trump
trick and worse was to follow for the defence when
Rodwell switched to a diamond into the ace-queen.
From here,Versace had only to lose a trump trick; +110
and 7 IMPs to ltaly.

Italy had come back well from their poor start and
gained a narrow win; 16-14VPs.

Photograph courtesy of Kodak's new digital camera

Hﬁ

Nick Nickell left (USA), Bob Hamman right (USA)
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1997 World Bridge Championships

Bermuda Bowl

Round 9

Chinese Taipei vs New Zealand

his was a wild match — 120 IMPs changed hands
I — six per deal. The lead rocked back and forth,
with Chinese Taipei eventually the winner, 67-53,

which translates to 18-12 in Victory Points.

New Zealand started fast, scoring the first 16 IMPs.
The Kiwis made what looked like a phantom save on the
first board, but a slip on the part of a Chinese Taipei
defender turned the save into a plus.

Board 1. Love All. Dealer North.

4AQI0743
99
0987
* A5
486 a5
Y QJ43 9 A10852
0 AQ 0104
*Q10732 *K964
4KJ92
VK76
0 K6532
&8

Mik opened with |4 and Jedrychowski leaped to
game over Kuo's 27 overcall. Huang went on to 57, was
doubled and was set two tricks — minus 300. There was
no opposition bidding in the Open Room, and it
appeared that the contract was down after the diamond
opening lead from East. Declarer put up the king, and
Huang took both his ace and queen. Kuo followed to the
second diamond with the 4 instead of the 10, so Huang
shifted to a club. Declarer won and led a heart. East
ducked! Now declarer was able to draw trumps and
give up a diamond to make his contract and gain 3 IMPs.

Both sides went down two tricks at 2¢ on Board 2,
but New Zealand doubled, thereby picking up another 7
IMPs. New Zealand gained on partials on the next two
deals, but the pendulum then swung to Chinese Taipei.
They bid an aggressive game on Board 5 and were lucky
enough to find the #Q onside, the club honours split,
the diamond finesse working and the VK onside. As a
result they scored up plus 630.

Board 5. North/South Game. Dealer North.

4 AKI102

P AQ9

0 84

& A532
4 Q8764 45
VK3 V)872
01072 0 KJ953
S K74 Q86

4]93

10654

O AQ6

& |109

The New Zealand South decided that his eight flat
points weren't enough to make a move over a 15-17

PLAY BRIDGE
TODAY!

Don't forget the tournament going on at the
Hotel Aziza.

Game time is at 16.00, today and tomorrow.

For more information telephone Robert
Chappel at 283666.

notrump. New Zealand also took 10 tricks, but that was
a 10-IMP loss.

Chinese Taipei stopped in a partial on the next deal,
scoring 150 at 3%. New Zealand climbed to a notrump
game and was set a trick — 4 to Chinese Taipei. On the
next board the New Zealand North-South suffered a
bidding disaster.

Board 7. Game All. Dealer South.

4AQJ4
T AJI09
O A)T2
'y
41062 4973
VK863 ¥ 542
Q3 o K109 4
% 0953 % Q82
4 K85
Q7
$» 865
dAK764
West North East South
Huang Mik Kuo Jedrychowski
| S
Pass |6 Pass INT
Pass pL L Pass 20
Pass 24 Pass 39
Pass 3NT Pass 4906
Pass ANT® Pass 506
Pass 6NT All Pass

" Polish club — often equivalent to a weak notrump
@ Asking for major

® Feels hearts is a better contract than notrump

“ Signoff in notrump

® Read 4NT as Blackwood and responded

It appears that Mik was trying to sign off — he was
willing to play 3NT. But his partner took 4NT as Black-
wood. Huang found the imaginative opening lead of the
¢3, but everything worked out well when Kuo put in the
9 to hold the trick.A second diamond guaranteed defeat
of the contract — in fact, Jedrychowski suffered a two-
trick defeat. Shen and Lin stopped in 3NT in the Closed
Room — 13 IMPs to Chinese Taipei, who took over the
lead by | IMP.

New Zealand picked up 3 IMPs on notrump over-
tricks on Board 8 and two more the same way on Board
9.Then they bid another aggressive notrump game on
Board 10.

Board 10. Game All. Dealer East.

4 AQ753
P Q95
094
dAJ6
4 KJIO8 49
K103 VAJ86
o QJ2 O AB75
Q97 & (0542
4642
0742
O KI063
K83
West North East South
C. Ker Shen Dravitsky Lin
Pass Pass
16 & Dbl Pass
INT Pass 3NT All Pass

The opening spade lead went to the 9 and Ker led a
diamond to the queen, South ducking. Next came the
10, covered by the queen and won with the ace. A sec-
ond diamond came next, taken by the king, and Lin fired
back a spade. But when Shen took his top spades,
declarer now had three diamonds, four hearts and two
spades for his game. In the Open Room, Chinese Taipei
played in 3%, which was destined for a one-trick set —
12 IMPs to New Zealand.

New Zealand got to a bad 3NT on Board Il and
quickly took a two-trick beating when Huang and Kuo
cashed out six heart tricks. New Zealand played in 3V at
the other table — down one, for a 4-IMP gain for Chi-
nese Taipei.

One of the weakest overcalls in bridge history
occurred on Board 12.

Board 12. North/South Game. Dealer West.

4 A52
Y AK7
O K53
®AQ74
K4 4763
798653 V]2
$» Q982 01074
9 & )10863
4 Q1098
7 Q104
O AJ6
% K52
West North East South
Huang Mik Kuo Jedrychowski
Pass 1o pLJ Dbl
Pass 3NT All Pass

What do you think of Kuo's overcall? It certainly
must be in the running for the weakest overcall ever.
Jedrychowski thought a long time before passing 3NT,
and he was right — 6NT was bid at the other table and
Lin could manage only Il tricks. That was 13 IMPs on
New Zealand's side of the ledger.

Board 13. Game All. Dealer North.

A4AI09
VA6
O KI074
&)732
4632 N & K
710874 VKQJ953
Q8653 M A2
*Q S S A8
4 QJ8754
02
o9
S KI0964
West North East South
Huang Mik Kuo Jedrychowski
| Dbl Pass
19 Pass 49 44
Pass Pass 59 All Pass

Jedrychowski passed on his first turn, but he came to
life when his opponents got to game. His 44 bid pushed
Chinese Taipei one level too high. However, at the other
table, Chinese Taipei was allowed to play in 44. After a
club opening lead to the ace and a club ruff, Lin correctly
guessed the singleton #K and racked up his game. Now
it appeared that Kuo had taken a good save in 57 — ||
IMPs for Chinese Taipei.

The next board was uneventful — a notrump push —
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the first and only push of the match. New Zealand
gained 10 IMPs on Board 15 when they made 4NT in
the Closed Room while Chinese Taipei was being set a
trick in the Open Room.Then Board 16 had a surprise
ending.

Board 16. East/West Game. Dealer West.

48
V)104
O A10973
& [0752
4 AQ2 4 KJ9743
P AKQS8 097
o5 O Q64
S AKJ93 & Q4
41065
9 6532
¢ KJ82
86
West North East South
Huang Mik Kuo Jedrychowski
24 Pass 24 Pass
34 Pass 44 Pass
4ANT Pass 50 Pass
64 7oMm Dbl All Pass

Mik did not overcall over 2%, but he came in over
64.This could have been a good save with a different lay-
out — but not this time. Mik was able to take only six
tricks for minus 1700 and a 7-IMP loss.

Next came the wildest hand of the tournament to
date.

Board 17. Love All. Dealer North.

4 AK87653

YKQI0763

O =

& —
492 o-
V84 9 AJ92
086 0 AQ9752
*K97653 *]108

4QI04

95

0 KJ1043

*AQ42

How often do you see a 7-6-0-0 hand? Both
North/South pairs duly arrived in 64 certainly a rea-
sonable contract. However, bidding the slam and making
it are two different things. In the Open Room, the open-
ing lead was a club. Declarer tried to ruff hearts, but
when he ruffed the third heart with the 10, West was
able to overruff and return a trump. Now declarer had
to lose a second heart for down two.

In the Closed Room East led the VA — curtains for
the defence. That was a quick 14 IMPs for Chinese
Taipei.

Ker made an unusual opening bid on Board 18 and
was punished to the tune of a 500-point set. But the
result was not a plus for Chinese Taipei.

Board 18. North/South Game. Dealer East.

& AK 104
7 QJ62
0 KJ42
&6
48653 497
Y A84 VKI073
5109 0 Q86
*KQ32 )98
+Q2
995
0 A753
*AI10754

Photograph courtesy of Kodak's new digital camera

Che-Hung Kuo (Chinese Taipei)

Closed Room

West North East South
Ker Shen Dravitsky Lin
Pass Pass
24 11! Dbl All Pass

That bid showed four or more clubs with four or
more in one of the majors, or six clubs, with 3-8 high
card points. This was beaten three tricks and looked like
a big gain for Chinese Taipei. But this is what happened
at the other table.

West North East South
Huang Mik Kuo Jedrychowski
Pass Pass
Pass 1o Pass 3%
Pass 3NT All Pass

Kuo led the V3 to the ace, and he ducked the heart
return when declarer put up the queen. A diamond to
the ace was followed by a diamond to the jack and
queen. Kuo switched to a club, declarer of course rising
with the ace. Then declarer cashed his last two dia-
monds, ending in dummy — and Huang discarded a
spade! That was all declarer needed — he was able to
cash four spades to go with a heart, three diamonds and
a club. That was worth 3 IMPs to New Zealand.

Jedrychowski, faced with a tough 44 contract on
Board 19,actually wound up with an overtrick, thanks to
his judicious use of jacks.

Board 19. North/South Game. Dealer South.

aA|854

V9

0 K65

*AJ95
4QI1097 42
V10764 9 AQJ2
08 01109732
*KQ42 86

4 K63

VK853

0 AQ4

*1073

Jedrychowski won the ¢] opening lead with the ace
and surprised the vugraph audience and the commenta-
tors by immediately finessing the %].When this worked,
everyone thought he would cash the top spades, but no
— he crossed to the #K and finessed the #].When he led
the ©9, East ducked, and suddenly he had || tricks for a
1-IMP gain.

Chinese Taipei gained a final 3 IMPs on the last board
when they set 5¢ two tricks while the same contract
was going down one at the other table. That was it —an
18-12 win for Chinese Taipei.

Nothing
Clever

he British women maintain that they are doing

I nothing clever, just making fewer mistakes than

their opponents. When pressed for a hand for

'‘Bridge Magazine,' Liz McGowan offered this hand as

an example of excellent defence by her partner,

Heather Dhondy. It comes from their round seven
encounter with Chinese Taipei.

Board |3. Game All. Dealer North.

4 KI0653

¥ AKQ

©)98

& 54
A4 N Q7
V)72 7108654
0 Q654 w E o AK?2
)32 S S A97

4982

093

61073

&»KQI086
West North East South
Dhondy McGowan

16 Pass INT
Pass 24 All Pass

It looks as if 24 will be easily defeated, as the defence
have two trumps, three diamonds and one club 'on top.'
However when Liz ignored the late Barry Crane's dic-
tum: 'God deals you AK of a suit so you don't have a
lead problem' and started with a heart, declarer was
able to take three rounds of the suit discarding a dia-
mond.

She continued with a club so Liz went up with her
ace and cashed two top diamonds before playing a
fourth heart. Declarer ruffed in dummy with the eight
of spades and Heather put on the jack of spades which
declare took with the king. She ruffed a diamond and
played dummy's remaining trump which ran to Liz's
queen.

She played her last heart which Heather ruffed with
the ace of spades. Then she played the queen of dia-
monds, securing a trump promotion for her partner's
seven of spades.

25% Off I!!

If you subscribe to 'Bridge Magazine' at
these Championships.

The special rates are:

Europe
| year £28.95
2 years £38.95

USA & Canada
| year US$45.00
2 years US$82.50

Rest of the World
| year £28.95
2 years £50.95

You can pay in any currency or by credit
card — just contact Mark Horton in the office
of the Daily Bulletin.
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1997 World Bridge Championships

Bermuda Bowl

Round 11

USA | vs NORWAY

he vugraph match for Round |1 was the perfect
confrontation — Norway, the first-place team

after 10 matches, playing against United States |,
right behind Norway in second place.

The match had a surprise commentator — none
other than Omar Sharif. "l represent the ordinary play-
er, so when | say something the chances are you will be
able to understand me," Omar told the vugraph audi-
ence. During the course of the match there were many
interesting exchanges between Omar and commenta-
tors Bill Eisenberg and Eric Kokish.

Norway got off to a fast start.

Board I. Love All. Dealer North.

'y
VA653
¢ 10654
dAK6S
4 AKQ5S N 49872
VK84 )
6 Q92 W EeTE
& Q94 S 10873
410643
Q10972
O A)T
&2
Open Room
West North East South
Helgemo Martel Helness Stansby
10 Pass 1
INT 20 Dbl Pass
24 Pass Pass 39
All Pass

It's close whether to play game or stop in a partial.
The fine lie of the cards favours the game, but Martel
and Stansby elected to stop at the three level. Perhaps
that was good — they took only nine tricks.

Closed Room

West North East South
Zia Aa Rosenberg Groetheim
16 Pass 19
INT 20 Dbl Pass
24 39 Pass 49
All Pass

Over 24 Aa bid while Martel passed. That was the
difference — Groetheim naturally carried on to game. He
then picked up the trumps and scored || tricks to give
Norway 7 IMPs on the opening deal. But the Americans
got this back with interest on the next board.

Board 2. North/South Game. Dealer East.

486

VAKQ972

K5

10
4Q102 N 4K97
91086 V4
610874 W EErew
*32 S *#KQB87654

4 A543

V53

©QJ932

& A9

Both North/Souths arrived in the heart game. In the
Open Room Martel won the #K opening lead and
cashed three top trumps. Then he led the 0K, taken by
Helness with the ace. However, Helness neglected to
cash his club — instead he tried the #K. This did not
work well. Martel won with the ace and cashed two top
diamonds to get rid of the losing club. He still had to
guess the spade situation — it certainly was possible that

Helness had the queen with the king. After a little

thought, Martel called for a spade. When Helgemo

played the 10, Martel put up the jack for his 10th trick.
At the other table, after the same early play, Rosen-

berg carefully cashed the #Q before switching to a

spade. Now there was no way declarer could bring home

10 tricks,and 12 IMPs were placed on the American side.
USA | was lucky on Board 4.

Board 4. Game All. Dealer West.

4643
910972
O A)84
& (05
4107 N 4 Q5
K6 7 A)85
0 K96 W E I
»)8762 S S AKQ93
4 AK982
P Q43
Q753
& 4
Closed Room
West North East South
Zia Aa Rosenberg Groetheim
Pass Pass INT Pass
2NT Pass kL J Pass
30 Pass 30 Pass
4 Pass 49 All Pass

Clearly there was a misunderstanding somewhere
on this deal — Zia and Rosenberg are not in the habit of
playing in a 4-2 trump suit. Not surprisingly they suf-
fered a three-trick set — minus 300. But they lost only 3
IMPs. Norway got to 3NT, and the cards did not lie well
for them — they were soon down two vulnerable tricks
after a spade opening lead.

Helgemo and Helness did well to get to 4% on Board
8, but they were in for a surprise when they compared
scores.

Board 8. Love All. Dealer West.

4964
¢ 5
Q93
dQJ7432
Q52 483
VAJ10982 Q3
¢ 1052 O AK876
& K S AI095
& AKJI107
VK764
04
» 86
Open Room
West North East South
Helgemo Martel Helness Stansby
1¢ Pass 20 24
Pass 34 Dbl Pass
49 All Pass

Not many of us would open that West hand with a
one-bid — but Helgemo did. He lost two spades and a
heart and scored up his game. But look a what happened
in the Closed Room.

West North East South
Zia Aa Rosenberg Groetheim
29 Pass 24 Dbl

Redbl 2NT Dbl Pass
Pass kL J Pass Pass
390 Pass 49 Pass
Pass Sé!! Dbl All Pass

As you can see, this was not at all a good save. Zia
and Rosenberg did well to get to the heart game, but
they weren't about to try the five level. The defense
took three trumps, two diamonds, a heart and a spade
— down five for 1100 and a 12-IMP gain for USA I.

Zia and Rosenberg got to the right game on Board 10.

Board 10. Game All. Dealer East.

K42
P Q643
O KI0752
%8
4 QJ86 4 A9
Y AK952 7108
O A8 043
s 10 S KQ96432
410753
V)7
¢ QJ96
S A75
Closed Room
West North East South
Zia Aa Rosenberg Groetheim
Pass Pass
19 Pass 3% Pass
34 Pass 4% Pass
S& All Pass

Eleven tricks are easy — declarer lost only the ace of
trumps and a diamond. At the other table Helness and
Helgemo arrived in 3NT, which didn't have a chance
after a diamond opening lead. 12 more IMPs to USA I.

Norway got 8 IMPs back on Board 14 when Zia and
Rosenberg got to 6% off two quick spade tricks while
Helness and Helgemo made 4.

On Board 16, the Americans got to 34 making four,
while Norway got to 44 making three — 6 IMPs to USA I.

Board | 6. East/West Game. Dealer West.

21084
0 K64
O KI054
64
von72 B
5962 w E
& A87 S
& AKJ95
V98
Q_
#KQI10952

473
9 A53
0 AQJ873
&3

This is how the defence went in the Closed Room —
diamond to the jack ruffed, %K ducked, #A, 4K, #Q
taken with the ace, #Q, small diamond, forcing declarer
to use his last trump before getting a heart trick.

Board 17. Love All. Dealer North.

2 AKT742
984
o A1086
& A4
Q965 N
9AQ9632
075 w E
*Q S
NE
9K75
6 KQJ43
%983

4103
9710
092
*KJI107652
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This was a 10-IMP pickup for Norway when Zia led
the VA against 50. In the Open Room North was the
declarer, so the contract went down quickly on the lead
of the V).

The Americans picked up a game swing on Board 18.

Board 18. N/S Vul. Dealer East.

454
V)7
O A973
S AK864
4973 4 KQ62
QKIO6S 932
¢)5 Q102
&]1052 Q93
4 AJIO8
P AQ84
O K864
&7
West North East South
Helgemo Martel Helness Stansby
Pass 10
Pass 24 Pass 20
Pass 24 Pass 2NT
Pass 3¢ Pass 39
Pass 40 Pass 50
All Pass

Stansby gave this hand excellent play. He won the
opening club lead with the ace and took the losing heart
finesse. He won the spade return with his ace and
cashed two top diamonds. After cashing the %K and the
top hearts, he successfully crossruffed for four addition-
al tricks and his game. Norway was not as successful in
the other room, going down one trick for a 12-IMP loss.

Board 20. Game All. Dealer West.

4 K854
V)873
O Q4
S A42
42 4 Q3
P Q54 1096
O KI1098 O AT3
s KI063 & QJ985
4 AI0976
¥ AK2
©]652
&7
West North East South
Helgemo Martel Helness Stansby
Pass Pass Pass 16
Pass 24 Pass 20
Pass 24 All Pass

The commentators and the vugraph audience
expected Martel to jump to 34 on his third turn, but he
took the conservative route, and the auction died at 24.
This would have been the right decision if there were a
spade loser, but there wasn't so Stansby had no problem
taking 10 tricks.

But Norway didn't find the spade game either.

West North East South
Zia Aa Rosenberg  Groetheim
Pass Pass Pass |6
Pass 24 Dbl 3%
Pass 3NT All Pass

Rosenberg led the #Q, and declarer had only eight
tricks.VWhen he tried to get a ninth in diamonds, Rosen-
berg took his ace and cashed out clubs for one down.
That was another 7 IMPs to US . The Americans scored
a 24-6 victory which rocketed them clearly into first
place in the Bermuda Bowl round-robin standings.

Bermuda Bowl

Round 8

Poland vs Denmark

by Barry Rigal

South, with a series of marginal games and slams, Bal-
icki and Zmudzinski produced a nearly perfect card
against Schaffer and Anderson.

I n what was generally a very tough set for North-

Board 1. Love All. Dealer North.

4AQI0743
99

0987
*AJ5

10852
10 4
S K964

< 3
— >

4KJ92
VK76
0K6532
&8

It started with Board |, where Zmudzinski elected
not to raise spades but instead to respond 20 to the |4
opening before jumping to 44.This talked Schaffer out
of leading the <), whereupon 10 tricks were easy. Balic-
ki actually emerged with |1 tricks.

However, at the other table the lead of the O] by
Romanski went to Kowalski's queen. When Kowalski
continued with the 0A, Romanski followed with the 10,
not the 4 — suit preference to show the VA. Now it was
easy to arrange the diamond ruff to beat the game.

On the next board, Zmudzinski gave a little back by
failing to come in over a strong notrump with ¢ Q 7,
VKQJ98CAQE6S5, %6 He found he could not
beat INT, but Kowalski-Romanski bid to 3% down one
— 4 IMPs to Denmark.

Balicki-Zmudzinski immediately recovered these
IMPs with interest, bidding a 5% game which came in
with comfort. Then Balicki earned another swing — or
perhaps it was the Danish system losing the IMPs.

Board 6. East/West Game. Dealer East.

483

9 ATS

0 AK72

*9843
4QJ9765 aK42
v Q93 9110862
0]63 05
&2 *AJ65

aAI0

9 K 4

0 Q10984

*KQI07

After Schaffer opened [V with the East hand,
Zmudzinski overcalled 20.When Anderson raised to 27,
Balicki jumped to 3NT. On a heart lead that made 10
tricks. However, a spade lead would have doomed the
contract to two down.

Board 2. North/South Game. Dealer West.

& A52
9 AK7
6 K53
*AQ74

2 K4 N

998653

5 Q982 W E

*9 S
4Q1098
9 Q104
SNT:
*K52

4763
]2
01074
*)10863

Balicki and Zmudzinski managed to stay out of slam
with 32 high card points while Auken and Koch Palmund

committed to a moderate slam and found the cards not
cooperating. This was the Polish auction:

North
|
260

2NT

South
|6
2’(1)
3NT

O (18+ with 3 spades)
@ (10+, exactly 4 spades)

Both hands were absolutely maximum for these
actions.

Then came another disastrous lead for the Albatross
Club. (One would expect some bad luck with a name
like that!)

Board 14. Love All. Dealer East.

4Ql087
VA7
O AT753
& K93
4543 A9
V8632 V' QJ4
o2 01084
Q8654 )72
4 K62
VKI0O9S
OKQ96
& A0
West North East South
| S Pass
16@ Pass Pass ?
®9-11 HCP balanced or 17+
@ 0-8 HCP

Zmudzinski as South doubled. Anderson redoubled
for rescue, Schaffer ran to | and Zmudzinski doubled
again, ending the auction. He led a trump, and the
defence played two more rounds. A low club (a good
guess) went to Zmudzinski's ace, and he played a fourth
trump, squeezing Schaffer, who pitched a diamond (Bal-
icki had pitched two diamonds). Now came the 0K and
a diamond to the ace.A low spade to the 9 and the 4K
allowed Zmudzinski to cash two more diamonds, and
the #K meant 800 and 8 IMPs for the Poles. The Danes
had earned a very respectable 460 in the other room.

That was the end of the real action, but in a rather
strange mirror to Board | Schaffer and Anderson did
have a chance for a pickup when Balicki made his one
mistake of the set.

Board 19. East/West Game. Dealer South.

aA)854

79

0 K65

#A[95
Q1097 N 42
910764 7 AQJ2
o8 MR 109732
SKQ42 S »86

2 K63

7 K853

o AQ4

21073

Balicki played 44 as North on an unopposed auction.
He won the ¢J with the king to lead a spade to the king
and a spade to the jack. That brought good news and
bad news as Schaffer pitched the ¢2. Now Balicki erred
by playing a diamond up, but Schaffer carelessly followed
with a low diamond, so Anderson assumed his partner
had the %A, He led the #Q, allowing declarer to scoop
it up and draw the last trump for +420 and a flat board.

Poland, by winning 24-6, dealt a severe blow to their
opponents’ hopes of qualifying.
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1997 World Bridge Championships

Venice Cup

Round 9

France vs Argentina

Cup qualifying competition. On Wednesday evening,

France took on middle-of-the-table Argentina.

The first major swing went to the South Americans
when what looked to be a hopeless game was let
through on Board 3.Then came a chance to build a seri-
ous lead.

I t is time we took a look at the leaders in the Venice

Board 4. Game All. Dealer West.

4KQ72
54
054
*KQI094
aAJ94 N
7Q)97
Y E
*6 S
4865
9 AB6
0732
*A83

4103
9 KI032
o AK9
*]752

In the Closed Room the deal was passed out but the
Argentinian East/West pair reached game in the Open
Room! Espinosa-Paz opened |V in third seat and Suaya
responded 3¢, showing 10-12 with heart support.
Espinosa-Paz signed-off in 3V but Suaya went on to 4
anyway. The lead was 45, run to the queen, and Saul
switched to ¢5 for the nine, jack and ace. Declarer
played on trumps and Bessis won the second round and
returned her last trump. Espinosa-Paz unblocked the
diamonds and just had to get the spades right to make
her contract. Alas, she finessed against South instead of
taking the ruffing finesse and was one down;-100 and 3
IMPs to France.

Board 6. East/West Game. Dealer East.

21082
7 QJ5
o AK 104
*Q)

4K963 N

Y

w E

& 1072 S
4754
Y A932
© )82
® K43

& AQ
VK84
0963
dA9865

Both East/West pairs bid: 1% - |4 - INT. Lucrecia
Monsegur led 02 to Lucchini's ten. Lucchini cashed the
diamonds and switched to a heart and the contract fell
apart, no less than four down; 400 to Argentina.

In the other room, Bessis led a spade to the queen
and Espinosa-Paz ducked a club. Saul won the jack and
cashed OA before reverting to spades, leading the jack
to declarer's ace. Espinosa-Paz ducked a second club
which was again won by Saul. This time she switched to
©Q for the king and ace.What was needed now was a

r Trivial
| Pursuits |

I Alan Truscott poses the following question: I

I Which team, including the Captain, competing in
these Championships, consists entirely of World

Champions?
L NN NN BN B

diamond through the queen but Bessis was afraid to
lead away from her 9] in case Saul was missing the ten.
She played a safe spade instead, not only giving declarer
the #K to which she had no entry but also allowing her
to cash three club tricks for just one down;-100 and 7
IMPs to Argentina.

Board 7. Game All. Dealer South.

4532
VKQJI04
O Al0
#KQJ
4864 4QI09
V9763 ¢ 852
$ 5432 0 QJ96
73 %985
& AKJ7
A
O K87
S A10642
North South
Lucchini Monsegur
| &
1¢ 24
3¢ 3NT
4% 4ANT
54 7%
Pass
North South
Saul Bessis
| &
1¢ 24
kL J 3NT
4 46
4ANT S5
INT Pass

Both pairs bid smoothly to a cold grand slam but the
French picked-up 2 IMPs for playing in no trump when
Saul took control and could count |3 tricks.

Board 9. East/West Game. Dealer North.

41084

9 K3

o AQJI04

*QJ
4KQ76 & A3
9 A987 7642
06532 K97
*A 6532

4952

9 Q105

08

*K109874

Does South have enough to respond to North's 10
opening bid? Yes, said Bessis, and bid INT, where she
played. Suaya led ¥9, which ran to declarer's ten. Bessis
played a club and was delighted to see the ace appear.
Suaya continued with ace and another heart and Bessis
cashed the clubs and took ¢A for +120.

Monsegur passed the 10 opening and West, Pascale
Thuillez balanced with a double. De Guillebon respond-
ed |V and Monsegur introduced her clubs.Thuillez com-
peted with 27 and that ended the auction. The defence
began with a diamond to the ace and the ¢Q, ruffing out
the king. But all that meant was that the defensive
trumps were now 2-2 and De Guillebon promptly
played two rounds and claimed nine tricks; +140 and 6
IMPs to France.

Board 12. North/South Game. Dealer West.

4 K6
v AK732
¢ 972
*876

4A732 N

Q106

0854 w E

& AK] S
494
©])985
0 KJ3
*932

Both Easts played 44 after North/South had bid and
supported hearts. Monsegur led ) for the queen and
king and Lucchini switched to the 02, to the queen and
king. Monsegur returned the ¢] and De Guillebon won
and played ace and another spade; +420.

Bessis led /8 to the ten and king. Saul also switched to
a diamond, but the seven.Again the queen lost to the king
but the high spot card helped Bessis to avoid the diamond
continuation. She switched back to hearts, leading the jack
to the queen and ace, ruffed by Espinosa-Paz. She crossed
to the %A to lead a low spade and Saul took the #K and
played a second diamond, declarer rising with the ace.
Declarer had the tricks now but not the communications.
She cashed the #Q and crossed to the #K to ruff the last
heart. But now she required there to be four clubs with
the long spade. She cashed #Q and led %10 but Bessis
could ruff in with the jack, leaving dummy with a diamond
loser; one down for -50 and 10 IMPs to France.

Board 17. Love All. Dealer North.

1085

106
054

o>» >0
O

i < B

4107654
710 4
¢ J106
& )95
4 AQJ3 N 482
7 Q)873 065
094 MR Aks73
s107 S & AK63
& K9
¥ AK92
© Q52
% Q842
Closed Room
West North East South
Thuillez Lucchini De Guillebon Monsegur
Pass 10 19
| Pass 2% Pass
2NT Pass 3NT All Pass

Monsegur's overcall attracted the lead of the V10,
which she ducked to Thuillez's queen. Thuillez led the
09, covered by the ten and ducked in dummy, perhaps an
error as it gives up on two honours being doubleton in
the North hand. Monsegur overtook the diamond to
switch to the #K, knowing that nothing else was going
to put declarer under pressure.All that did on the actu-
al layout was to speed up the play; ten tricks for +430.

In the open Room there was no overcall so Espinosa-
Paz/Suaya had a free run: 10 - 19 - 2 - 2NT - 3NT.This
time the lead was a spade to the king and ace. Suaya also
led ©9 at trick two and Saul put in the ten, which was beat-
en by dummy's king. Suaya led a heart and Bessis took the
king to return her remaining spade. Declarer won and did
not want to cash her third spade winner because she had
not yet established the diamonds and was afraid of creat-
ing too many defensive tricks. Instead, she ducked a dia-
mond to the queen, but that wasn't good enough. Bessis
cashed VA and exited with a diamond to dummy. After
cashing the diamonds, declarer was trapped in dummy with
nothing but clubs left and no way to get to her ninth trick,
the 4). She had to go one down;-50 and 10 IMPs to France.

The overall score was 39-29 IMPs to France, con-
verting to 17-13 VPs. France were still in the lead at the
end of day three.



